% Fair Shake

Environmental Legal Services

Andrew Karas, Esq.

Staff Attorney
akaras@fairshake-els.org

600 Superior Avenue, Suite 1300
Cleveland, OH 44114

April 27, 2022
Via Electronic Filing
Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

P.O. Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Re: Docket No. R-2022-3031211, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania Supplement No. 337 to
Tariff Gas — Pa. P.U.C. No. 9

Dear Secretary Chiavetta:

Please find enclosed a Petition to Intervene and Answer of the Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC) for filing in the above-referenced proceeding. Parties are being served
as indicated in the attached certificate of service.
Please contact me if you have any questions concerning this matter.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Karas

Andrew J. Karas, Esq.
Counsel for NRDC

cc: Per certificate of service



BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Columbia Gas of Pennslyvania Supplement

No. 337 to Tariff Gas — Pa. P.U.C. No. 9

Docket No. R-2022-3031211

PETITION TO INTERVENE AND ANSWER OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL

Mark C. Szybist

Pennsylvania Bar ID # 94112
Natural Resources Defense Council
1152 15™ Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (570) 447-4019

Email: mszybist@nrdc.org

Andrew J. Karas

Pennsylvania Bar ID # 321231

Fair Shake Environmental Legal Services
600 Superior Avenue East

Cleveland, OH 44114

Phone: (234) 255-5455
akaras@fairshake-els.org

DATE: April 27, 2022



Pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.61 — 5.76, the Natural Resources Defense Council
(“NRDC”) hereby petitions the Commission to intervene in these proceedings and files its
Answer. In support thereof, NRDC states as follows:

1. NRDC is an environmental organization and not-for-profit corporation with
more than 1.4 million members, including more than 16,000 in Pennsylvania. Since 1970,
NRDC’s attorneys, scientists, and other environmental specialists have worked to protect
the world’s natural resources, public health, and the environment. NRDC’s top institutional
priority is building an equitable clean energy future in which the pollution impacts of
extracting and combusting fossil fuels are minimized, if not eliminated.

2. On March 18, 2022, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (“Columbia” or
“the Company”) submitted a rate filing, Supplement No. 337 to Tariff Gas — Pa. P.U.C.
No. 9, which proposes, inter alia, a general increase in gas distribution rates of $82.2
million per year.! The need for this rate increase is purportedly driven by the need for
infrastructural improvements to Columbia’s existing distribution system.?

3. The rate filing additionally proposes several new initiatives, including, inter
alia, establishment of a revenue normalization adjustment mechanism and energy
efficiency programs incentivizing customers to take certain energy-reduction measures.?

4. On April 26, 2022, the Company moved to consolidate its proposed green
path rider tariff — a pilot proposal allowing customers to elect to pay for “renewable natural

gas” supply and carbon offsets — with the instant proceeding.*

! Columbia Stmnt. No. 1, 7:1.

21d. at 6-7.

3 Id.; See generally Columbia Stmnt. No. 16.

4 Company’s Mot. to Consolidate (Apr. 26, 2022).



Petition to Intervene

5. 52 Pa. Code § 5.72 provides that a party’s intervention in a proceeding is
appropriate where that party possesses “[a]n interest which may be directly affected and
which is not adequately represented by existing participants, and as to which the petitioner
may be bound by the action of the Commission in the proceeding[,]” or otherwise has
“[a]nother interest of such nature that participation of the petitioner may be in the public
interest.”

6. NRDC has previously intervened in Commission proceedings to advance
its institutional goals across a wide range of energy issues, including customer assistance
program design and energy equity, transportation electrification, and distributed energy
policy, among others.

7. NRDC’s interests in this proceeding are unique from are not adequately
represented by any other party.

8. NRDC’s participation in this proceeding will benefit the public interest.

0. NRDC will be represented in this proceeding by:

Mark C. Szybist

Pennsylvania Bar ID # 94112
Natural Resources Defense Council
1152 15™ Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (570) 447-4019
Email: mszybist@nrdc.org

Andrew J. Karas

Pennsylvania Bar ID # 321231

Sophia Al Rasheed

Pennsylvania Bar ID # 325196

Fair Shake Environmental Legal Services
600 Superior Avenue East

Cleveland, OH 44114

Phone: (234) 255-5455



akaras(@fairshake-els.org
salrasheed@fairshake-els.org

10. Counsel for NRDC consents to the service of documents exclusively by
electronic mail to the addresses for the above-listed counsel, as provided in 52 Pa. Code
1.54(b)(3).

Answer

11.  NRDC is continuing to review the Company’s filings. NRDC believes that
numerous issues in this case will affect the interests of NRDC’s members and NRDC'’s
institutional goals of expanding the use of energy efficiency, renewable energy, and
building an equitable clean energy future.

12.  Principally, NRDC intends to address the Company’s proposed “Green Path
Rider” tariff and whether the program adequately accounts for climate goals and the need
for a just and timely transition from fossil fuels.

13.  NRDC reserves the right to address other issues of concern related the
Company’s rate filings, including but not limited to the justness and reasonableness of the
proposed general rate increase, the Company’s proposals regarding expansion and
maintenance of its distribution system, the Company’s proposed Revenue Normalization
Adjustment’s adherence to principles and best practices of alternative rate design, the
Company’s proposal for energy efficiency incentivization programs, and the design of low-

income customer assistance programs.

Respectfully submitted this 27 Day of April, 2022.

/s/ Andrew J. Karas
Andrew J. Karas




Pennsylvania Bar ID # 321231

Fair Shake Environmental Legal Services
600 Superior Ave. East, Suite 1300
Cleveland, OH 44114

Phone: (234) 255-5455
akaras@fairshake-els.org

Mark C. Szybist

Pennsylvania Bar # 94112

Natural Resources Defense Council
1152 15™ Street NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20005

Phone: (570) 447-4019

Email: mszybist@nrdc.org




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania
Supplement No. 337 to Tariff Gas — Pa.

P.U.C. No. 9 Docket No. R-2022-3031211

I hereby certify that this day I served a copy of the foregoing upon the persons listed
below in the manner indicated in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code §

1.54.
Via Electronic Mail only:

Theodore Gallagher, Esq.
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania
121 Chamption Way, Suite 100
Canonsburg, PA 15317
tjgallagher@nisource.com

Amy Hirakis, Esq.

Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania
800 North 3" Street, Suite 204
Harrisburg, PA 17102
ahirakis(@nisource.com

Ericka McLain, Esq.

Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission

Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street, 2nd Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17120
emclain@pa.gov

Aaron J. Beatty, Esq.

Barrett C. Sheridan, Esq.
Harrison W. Breitman, Esq.
Lauren E. Guerra, Esq.

Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

5% Floor Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101
ABeatty@paoca.org

Bsheridan@paoca.org

Michael W. Hassell, Esq.
Lindsay A. Berkstresser, Esq.
Post & Schell, P.C.

17 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1601
mhassell@postschell.com
Iberskstresser@postschell.com

Steven C. Gray, Esq.
Office of Small Business Advocate
300 North Second Street, Suite 202
Harrisburg, PA 17120

sgray(@pa.gov

Elizabeth R. Marx, Esquire

John W. Sweet, Esquire

Ria Pereira, Esquire

Lauren Berman, Esquire
Pennsylvania Utility Law Project
118 Locust Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101
pulp@pautilitylawproject.org




Hbreitman@paoca.org
Lguerra@paoca.org

Joseph L. Vullo, Esq.
Burke Vullo Reilly Roberts
15460 Wyoming Avenue
Forty Fort, PA 18704
jvullo@bvrrlaw.com

Todd S. Stewart, Esquire

Hawke McKeon & Sniscak, LLP
100 N. Tenth Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Constance Wilde

922 Bebour Rd.
Venetia, PA 15367
cjazdrmr@yahoo.com

Date: 4/27/22

Thomas J. Sniscak
Whitney E. Snyder
Phillip D. Demanchick, Jr.
100 North 10" Street
Harrisburg, PA 17105
tsnisak(@hmslegal.com

wesnyder@hmslegal.com
pddemanchick@hmslegal.com
Jose A. Serrano
Jas673@hotmail.com

2667 Chadbourne Dr.

York, PA 17404

/s/ Andrew J. Karas

Andrew J. Karas, Esquire



